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Sundial  Tells  A  Story 
As  Well  As  The  Time 
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In  between  each  boxcar-like  barracks  lay  barren 
hillsides,  with  no  parks,  little  landscaping  and  few 
playgrounds  or  other  amenities. 

Down  below  lay  the  noxious  sights  and  smells  of 
Butchertown  —  block  after  block  of  wrecked  cars  and 
meat  rendering  plants. 

Now  Rivaling  the  Best 

Today,  the  New  Hunters  Point  is  more  than  1,300 
affordable  new  homes,  a  new  community  center,  four 
new  childcare  centers,  four  new  parks  and  playfield,  a 
new  school  —  and  a  completely  new  environment  rival- 
ing any  neighborhood  in  California. 

Down  below,  the  Butchertown  of  yesterday  is  now 
the  new  India  Basin  Industrial  Park,  a  gleaming  new 
setting  for  the  City's  first  light  industrial  park,  with 
80  firms  already  providing  5,000  jobs.  The  park  is 
anchored  by  the  new  $40  million  U.S.  Postal  Service 
General  Mail  Facility,  operating  around  the  clock  and 
providing  one  job  opening  every  day. 

All  this  didn't  come  easy,  and  it  did  take  time. 

But  just  one  visit  should  convince  even  the  toughest 
skeptic: 

It  was  worth  it! 

They  Kept  the  Faith 

Actually,  the  near-miracle  of  the  New  Hunters  Point 
wouldn't  have  happened  at  all  without,  above  any  and  all, 
the  untiring  leadership  and  hard  work  of  the  original 
residents  themselves  —  residents  whose  names  now 
proudly  designate  the  new  streets...  Westbrook, 
Cashmere,  Reuel,  Bertha,  Osceola,  Commer,  Garling- 
ton,  Ardath. . . 

It  wouldn't  have  happened,  either,  without  the 
vigorous  and  unwavering  support  of  four  straight  San 
Francisco  Mayors  —  Shelley,  Alioto,  Moscone  and  Fein- 
stein —  and  innumerable  City  Supervisors  and  workers 
who  kept  the  faith. 

For  the  transformation  of  Hunters  Point  and 
Butchertown  into  what  some  have  called  "the  finest 
attempt  at  true  social  planning  in  America"  entailed: 

•  The  entire  resculpturing  of  the  Hunters  Point 
hill,  to  accommodate  new  streets  and  under- 
grounded  utilities  and  to  permit  the  new  housing 
and  parks  to  take  advantage  of  the  views. 

•  The  phased  demolition  of  those  "temporary" 
barracks. 

•  The  rehousing  of  those  1,200  households,  par- 
ticularly as  the  new  units  came  on  line. 

•  And  the  relocation  of  dozens  of  junkyards  and 
rendering  plants  in  neighboring  Butchertown, 
and  then  the  stabilization  of  the  marshland  to 
accommodate  the  new  industrial  park. 

continued  on  page  4 
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You  can  spot  it  from  the  Bayshore  Freeway,  off  to  the 
right,  while  heading  north  into  San  Francisco. . . 

Long,  slender,  bright  yellow  —  lancing  the  blue  sky. 

It's  San  Francisco's  newest  landmark,  a  30-foot  sun- 
dial, inspired  by  ancient  cultural  monuments  in 
Zimbabwe. 

It  soars  over  Hilltop  Park  in  the  New  Hunters  Point 
—  and  symbolizes  the  accomplishments  of  the  City's 
newest  neighborhood. 

The  New  Hunters  Point . . . 

Fifteen  years  ago,  many  said  it  couldn't  be  done. 

Now,  it  is  almost  completed  —  a  sparkling  new  com- 
munity in  one  of  San  Francisco's  most  spectacular 
settings,  with  some  of  the  finest  views  in  town. 

No  longer  seen  through  shattered  panes. 

Condemned  for  Years 

Fifteen  years  ago,  Hunters  Point  and  neighboring 
Butchertown  were  263  acres  of  the  City's  worst  residen- 
tial and  industrial  slums. 

But  only  the  buildings,  not  the  people. 

In  Hunters  Point,  nearly  1,200  households  were 
crammed  into  232  "temporary"  war  barracks  on  the 
hilltop  above  Third  Street,  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
town. 

Suffocating  on  hot  days,  freezing  on  cold  ones,  sieve- 
like  on  wet  ones,  the  drab,  flat-roofed  buildings  were 
declared  unlivable  by  an  Assembly  committee  as  far 
back  as  1948. 


Wilbur  W.  Hamilton  and  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  At  North - 
ridge  Homes  "Victory  Groundbreaking"  early  last  year. 
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In  between  each  boxcar-like  barracks  lay  barren 
hillsides,  with  no  parks,  little  landscaping  and  few 
playgrounds  or  other  amenities. 

Down  below  lay  the  noxious  sights  and  smells  of 
Butchertown  —  block  after  block  of  wrecked  cars  and 
meat  rendering  plants. 

Now  Rivaling  the  Best 

Today,  the  New  Hunters  Point  is  more  than  1,300 
affordable  new  homes,  a  new  community  center,  four 
new  childcare  centers,  four  new  parks  and  playfield,  a 
new  school  —  and  a  completely  new  environment  rival- 
ing any  neighborhood  in  California. 

Down  below,  the  Butchertown  of  yesterday  is  now 
the  new  India  Basin  Industrial  Park,  a  gleaming  new 
setting  for  the  City's  first  light  industrial  park,  with 
80  firms  already  providing  5,000  jobs.  The  park  is 
anchored  by  the  new  $40  million  U.S.  Postal  Service 
General  Mail  Facility,  operating  around  the  clock  and 
providing  one  job  opening  every  day. 

All  this  didn't  come  easy,  and  it  did  take  time. 

But  just  one  visit  should  convince  even  the  toughest 
skeptic: 

It  was  worth  it! 

They  Kept  the  Faith 

Actually,  the  near -miracle  of  the  New  Hunters  Point 
wouldn't  have  happened  at  all  without,  above  any  and  all, 
the  untiring  leadership  and  hard  work  of  the  original 
residents  themselves  —  residents  whose  names  now 
proudly  designate  the  new  streets...  Westbrook, 
Cashmere,  Reuel,  Bertha,  Osceola,  Commer,  Gar  ling- 
ton,  Ardath. . . 

It  wouldn't  have  happened,  either,  without  the 
vigorous  and  unwavering  support  of  four  straight  San 
Francisco  Mayors  —  Shelley,  Alioto,  Moscone  and  Fein- 
stein —  and  innumerable  City  Supervisors  and  workers 
who  kept  the  faith. 

For  the  transformation  of  Hunters  Point  and 
Butchertown  into  what  some  have  called  "the  finest 
attempt  at  true  social  plarining  in  America"  entailed: 

•  The  entire  resculpturing  of  the  Hunters  Point 
hill,  to  accommodate  new  streets  and  under- 
grounded  utilities  and  to  permit  the  new  housing 
and  parks  to  take  advantage  of  the  views. 

•  The  phased  demolition  of  those  "temporary" 
barracks. 

•  The  rehousing  of  those  1,200  households,  par- 
ticularly as  the  new  units  came  on  line. 

•  And  the  relocation  of  dozens  of  junkyards  and 
rendering  plants  in  neighboring  Butchertown, 
and  then  the  stabilization  of  the  marshland  to 
accommodate  the  new  industrial  park. 
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For  Further  Information  .  .  . 

The  New  Hunters  Point  and  India  Basin 
Industrial  Park  are  developments  of  the  San 
Francisco  Redevelopment  Agency. 

For  further  information  on  the  above  devel- 
opments, please  contact  the  office  of  James 
H.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Area  Director,  1535  Newcomb 
Avenue,  CA  94124.  (415)  826-9400. 

For  information  regarding  all  of  the  agen- 
cy's projects,  please  contact  Pat  Feinsilver, 
939  Ellis  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94109, 
or  call  (415)  771-8800. 


Mayor  Saves  the  Day 

None  of  this  could  have  been  accomplished,  either, 
without  the  considerable  help  and  cooperation  of  the 
Federal  Government  —  and,  in  particular,  officials  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
(HUD)  in  San  Francisco. 

HUD  officials  in  Washington,  D.C.,  truth  to  tell,  were 
not  always  that  helpful.  Hunters  Point  was  a  long  way 
away  sometimes. 

During  the  Carter  Administration,  for  example, 
HUD  in  Washington  suddenly  decided  to  scuttle  financ- 
ing for  300  affordable  cooperative  homes,  breaking  a 
long  promise  and  leaving  a  huge  scar  in  both  the  land- 
scape and  the  dreams  of  the  community. 

It  took  three  "red-eye"  trips  to  Washington  by  Mayor 
Dianne  Feinstein,  one  to  the  door  of  the  White  House, 
before  that  disaster  was  averted  and  the  HUD  decision 
overturned. 

Today,  those  300  co-ops  —  Northridge  Homes  —  are 
nearing  completion  and  the  first  families  have  already 
moved  in. 

Youth  Shows  the  Way 

But,  as  Mayor  Feinstein  has  said,  in  the  end,  as  in  the 
beginning,  it  is  the  people  who  have  really  made  the  New 
Hunters  Point  happen. 

And  who  will  continue  to  make  happen  the  housing, 
the  churches  and  the  convenience  shopping  still  to  come. 

Not  all  of  "the  people"  have  been  the  legendary 
oldtimers  whose  names  grace  the  neighborhood's  new 
streets. 

After  the  rehousing  needs  were  met,  the  new  housing 
became  available  to  everyone,  although  lately  the 
neighborhood's  become  so  popular  that  lotteries  have 
had  to  be  used  to  ensure  fairness. 

And  the  "newcomers"  have  contributed  enormously, 
too. 

So  have  the  youth. 

Young  people,  indeed,  have  been  the  main  parti- 
cipants in  the  planting  of  2,000  new  trees  in  the 
neighborhood . 

And  they  have  contributed  their  poems  and  pictures 
in  cement  and  in  perpetuity  to  Hilltop  Park,  at  the  base  of 
that  remarkable  sundial. 

That's  as  it  should  be. 

For,  as  the  New  Hunter's  Point  heads  home  to  com- 
pletion, it  is  the  younger  generation  growing  up  in  a 
hopeful  new  environment  who  symbolize  the  promise  of 
an  even  brighter  tomorrow. 


A  $2  Billion  Program 

The  New  Hunters  Point  and  India  Basin 
Industrial  Park  are  only  two  of  12  projects  of  the 
San  Francisco  Redevelopment  Agency. 

Five  are  completed:  Diamond  Heights,  Wes- 
tern Addition  A-l,  Chinese  Cultural  Center, 
Mariners  Village,  Stockton/ Sacramento  (Mei  Lun 
Yuen). 

The  others,  in  various  stages  of  execution, 
are:  Golden  Gateway/Embarcadero  Center, 
Western  Addition  A-2,  Yerba  Buena  Center, 
Bayview  Industrial  Triangle,  and  Rincon 
Point/ South  Beach. 

In  all,  redevelopment  in  San  Francisco  means 
$2  billion  in  new  construction  and  rehabilitation. 

Besides  being  a  prime  contributor  of  construc- 
tion and  permanent  jobs,  the  Redevelopment 
Agency  is  far  and  away  the  greatest  contributor 
to  new  housing  for  all  economic  levels  in  the  City 
—  some  15,000  units. 

Overseeing  this  immense  and  complicated 
effort  and  setting  agency  policy  is  a  seven- 
member  citizen  commission,  appointed  by  the 
Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

The  Redevelopment  Agency  commissioners 
are:  Melvin  D.  Lee,  President;  LeRoy  King,  Vice 
President;  H.  Jesse  Arnelle;  Charlotte  Berk;  Dian 
Blomquist;  Haig  G.  Mardikian;  Walter  S. 
Newman. 


